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CALENDAR 
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Under this heading you will find the listing of activities and events of affiliated member organization. If you want your group events listed here, send the date, time, place, 
contact name and phone in an envelope marked “ CALENDAR " to P. 0. Box 3474,Daly City, CA, 94015-0474, Allow at least six weeks for publication. Listings are the 
responsibility of organization officers. For a list of other groups, see “ CONTACTS " fater in this issue or in back issues starting January, 1983. 


Date City Chapter Time Address Contact No. 

Jun2 Santa Clara CA SC FOG 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Dr. 408-947-1650 
Jun 8 Oakland CA East Bay FOG 6:00pm ~=s- BB & B Electric 2832 Ford Street 415-841-5900 
Jun8 Wenatchee WA ~ WOG 7:00pm 1030 N. Wenatchee 509-884-3279 
Jung Davis CA DOG. 7:309m Davis Science Center, 525 ‘C’ St 916-756-2967 
Jun 9 Orlando FL GOOUG 7:00pm 2904 E. Colonial Drive 305-898-5290 
Jun 10 Salinas CA MBAOCUG 7:00pm Hartnell College, CRAC Bldg Room 209 408-722-4272 
Jun12 Miami FL GCOUG 1:00pm ~—F.1.U Tamiami Campus, Bldg DM, Rm 100 305-255-7391 
Jun14  AmeslA Midwest FOG 6:30pm _lowa State (old engineering annex) W. Lincoln Wy 515-266-8764 
Jun 14 Las Vegas NV VOG 7:00pm — Cannon Jr. HS, Eastern & Russell Avenues CONFIRM 702-293-3636 
Jun 14 Vancouver BC VPCG 7:30pm — Hastings Community Ctr, 3096 E. Hastings 604-298-6990 
Jun 14 Memphis TN MOG 7:00pm 34th Fl, Clark Bidg, Fed. Express Conf. Rm. 901-797-6024 
Jun 16 Santa Clara CA SC FOG : 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Dr. 408-947-1650 
Jun 16 = Cincinnati OH COG 7:00pm Central Trust Center, Sth & Main Streets 513-232-4076 
Jun 16 Denver CO DOG 8:00pm Business Admin Bldg, Univ of Denver 303-934-1407 
Jun 16 Orlando FL GOOUG 7:00pm 2904 E. Colonial Drive 305-898-5290 
Jun 18 Kenai AK PenFOG 10:00am RmV111, Kenai Peninsula Comm. College 907-283-4950 
Jun20 Raleigh NC ROCC 7:30pm 128 Polk Hall, NC State University 919-787-7353 
Jun 20 Detroit MI DeFOG 7:00pm CONFIRM — Ford EOB Bldg, Rotunda Dr, Dearborn 313-474-1342 
Jun23 San Francisco CA SF FOG 7:30pm ___ St. Aidan’s Church, Diamond Heights & Goldmine Dr. 415-921-0257 


Jun23 Orlando FL GOOUG 7:00pm 2904 E. Colonial Drive 305-898-5290 
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The First Osborne Group (FOG) has been formed as a users’ group for all persons who use oF are interested in ais bets Ne A feria 
any interested party whether or not they currently own a computer. The FOGHORN is published monthly by the First ele i ae SATA DAG CIEON GABE 
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Submissions 

All articles, letters-to-the-editor, member announcements, classified 
ads, etc., should be WordStar files, “D" mode (except for program listings), 
formatted to 65 columns, with paragraphs indented (5) spaces, NO PRINT COM- 
HANDS, and Hyphen-Help OFF. They should be on (Osborne 1 readable) 
diskettes. The submissions can be sent in the mail (to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly 
City, CA, 94015-0474), copied to. a FOG diskette at a Santa Clara FOG meet- 
ing, delivered (by arrangement) to a FOG officer, or sent by modem to the 
editor (408-249-5223) or other officer of FOG. “By Modem’ is by far the 
most Convenient method. If you don’t have a modem, get together with a 
friend who does and send your file. It will bea fun experience. 


Commercial Advertising 
Commercial ads can either be submitted as document files, using the 
Same parameters as those listed for articles etc., above or as camera 
ready Copy. If you submit a full page ad on disk, use the Wordstar default 
Margins (55 lines, 70 columns). Half page ads are 27 lines by 70 columns or 
55 lines by 35 columns. 
Size limitations for camera ready art are as follows: 
full page: 7” x 9.5" 
half page: 3.5° x 9.5" o 7° x 4.75" 
quarter page: 3.5" X 4.75" 


Rates, effective with the March, 1983 issue are: 
$270/foll page, $150/half page, $1 05/quarter page 


For advertisers who wish to run ads in three sequential issues, a special 
rate is available. Three months at the rate in effect at the time the order is 
placed and paid in full providing the ads are run in the subsequent three 
issues. The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the rates monthly and in- 
Creasing them as the membership grows. 

eetevns 


Submission Deadlines 

Advertising material is due two months in advance of the month of pub- 
lication. (June 1st for the August issue). No exceptions will be made. 

Other material is also due two months in advance of the month of pub- 
lication (June 1st for the August issue). This change is necessary if the 
FOGHORNis to be mailed before the first of the month. Articles which are not 
month-specific may be submitted at any time. Please, avoid the deadline 
rush; contribute early, 

These deadlines may be moved up so watch this column for changes in 
the policy. 

aeeeeee 


Back Issues — Reprints 

Reprints of back issues may be ordered. The current cost of back issues 
is $1.50 per issue to cover reprint and mailing costs. Donations will be 
gratefully accepted. 

All issues are available. When we run out of Copies from the original 
printing, we have more printed. Not all issues are of value to new members, 
Vol. 1 No. 1 (October, 1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for help in 
getting this group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 1982) was a 2 page issue 
with holiday greetings and an advertisement for Super Graphics. Mailed 
with this issue was a copy of the original bylaws which have since been 
modified several times. 

There were 11 issues in Volume 1 since we put out a combined issue for 


June and July, 1982. For those who are attempting to determine which 
copies from Vol. 1 are of interest, Vol. 2, No. 2 (Nov, 1982) has a partial 
index for Vol. 1. 

Mark envelope “ BACK ISSUE REQUEST " and include your account- 
membership number. Please send the order to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474, Orders are shipped once a week. The index to the previous 
year is published in the November (#2) issue. 
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Copies of Library Disks 

FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks from FOG if the 
Copies cannot be obtained through their local group. Individual disks are 
$5.00 each. Bulk orders or 10 or more disks earn a discount of $1.00 per 
disk. Return handling charges are $5.00 per order or address. Orders will be 
shipped within a week of receipt of the order when possible. 

Please be sure to include your account-membership number. 

For a listing of the programs and files in the library, consult the library 
column in each issue of Vol, 2 (except No. 3 — December, 1982). The sec- 
tion of the library called -FOG/LIB includes both Jim Woolley’s materiat 
from the library column and a Catalog program which lists the name and 
disk location of each program (but no descriptions). 

Affiliated members organizations May participate in a monthly update 
Service. Only the librarian of an affiliated member organization may make 
arrangements to participate in this plan. Contact Gale Rhoades at P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474 (phone 415-756-082 1) for further details. 

Jim Woolley has been adding approximately 10 disks per month to the 
library. He issues the new disks on the 3rd Thurs. of each month at the 
Santa Clara FOG meetings. Shipments to Participants in the monthly up- 
date service will be made the following week. 
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Rebates to Affiliated Member Organizations 

Rebates of 25% of the base membership rate ($24.00) will be made to 
Affiliated Member Organization on behalf of eligible members. To be eligible 
for the rebate, the name of the chapter MUST be on the membership form 
(or check) when the yearly dues (new or renewal) are paid. 

No rebates will be made until the Affiliated Member Organization is for- 
mally approved by the Board of Trustees. 

Application for Affiliated Member Organization status must be made in 
writing and must be accompanied by a list of the officer — names and ad- 
dresses (at least three) and a Signed copy of the group bylaws, 

It is not necessary that a group be affiliated when the member pays the 


eal dues and specifies affiliation for that member to be eligible for the 
e, 


together with the new address either in a 


! Change of 

City, CA, 94015-0474, Please allow at nares oat t0 P.O, Ter 
ress 

clude your account-membership 
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THE EXECUTIVE IS HERE! 


by Frank Morton 

Well, the new Osborne is out and | like it! By the time you read this 
you should have been able to see one at your local Dealer's show- 
room. There are articles describing it in the May 9th issue of 
InfoWorld , as well as the May issues of BYTE , OMNI, and who 
knows how many other magazines. By now you should be pretty 
well aware of it's features and the major differences from the 
Osborne 1, so there is nothing to be gained by going into great 
detail here covering all of the specifics of the Executive . Instead, | 
will give a few personal first impressions. | didn't see one before it 
was released to the public, but did get an opportunity to get my 
hands on a keyboard (briefly) shortly afterwards. 


The 7” (diagonal) amber screen is the change that one notices 
first. | never had any complaints about the 5” screen, but the larg- 
er size will be handy for 80 columns. The resolution is good and 
amber is nice (although | have always said the melon color makes 
me hungry). Not having gotten the 80 column upgrade yet, what | 
really like is being able to see all of the WordStar menu at once. An- 
other very nice feature is being able to pick your cursor style from 
a number of options. | personally like the blinking underline. When 
it is under a blank it is easy to find, and if it is under a character, 
the whole character blinks. | really missed XDIR , which | use a lot, 
and | couldn’t remember the proper STAT command to replace it. | 
hopefully presume that STAT is still a part of CP/M-+ . 


With the shift to CP/M+ things seemed a little strange, and | 
didn’t have a manual to reference. The big advantage to CP/M-+- is 
the ability to bank select for more than 64K of memory. What this 
means to the user is that the second bank of 64K will be used 
mostly for larger disk-buffer, allowing much faster operation of the 
programs since we won't have to wait as long for overlays to be 
loaded. If you have any notions of violating your licensing agree- 
ment and using a copy of your present dBASE Il software on the Ex- 
ecutive there will probably be problems trying to use it with CP/M+ 
. The major change to WordStar 3.0 is the column block, invoked by 
“KN. 1 can see where that will come in very handy for some appli- 
Cations. | didn't have time to play with the other programs to see 
how, or if, they have changed. The new machine has a tremendous 
amount of software flexibility; programmable font sets, cursor 
types, port definitions, baud rates, etc. 


As for physical changes, there is a fan added under the handle. 
That should help in areas where heat could be a problem. There 
are now two RS232 ports; essentially for modem and printer, but 
programmable just about any way you want. The parallel port is 
now the more standard recessed female plug. This means if you 
presently have and Osborne to Centronics cable for your printer it 
will have to be replaced or modified. The same applies to the cable 
for your COMM-PAC with a DB9 connector which has to change to 
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an RS232. An RCA jack with composite video output is included, 
but the Osborne video jumper is still there also. | hope that means | 
willbe able to use my old brown Osborne monitor with the Executive 
! In addition to the familiar reset button, there is now a lighted 
(blue, naturally) push button, on-off switch nearby. | hope the 
lighted switch won't become an attractive nuisance, causing us- 
ers to power down when they only intended a reset. The doors to 
the slim-line drives operate differently, but one should easily be- 
come used to them. 


| think the most significant thing about the Executive is the indica- 
tion by the Press that it will be upgradable to the Executive If ; 
which will be a dual processor machine compatible with IBM PC 
software. It will come with both CP/M-86 and MSDOS operating 
systems according to BYTE magazine. This is going to open a 
whole new dimension of users and user applications. | think the 
implications and ramifications for FOG are going to be a real chal- 
lenge! | think the prospects are extremely exciting and can hardly 
wait to get my hands on my own Executive ! 


Regarding dissemination of members addresses, atc. 


Since the inception of the First Osborne Group it has been the poli- 
cy of FOG to not publish or make available to anyone the addresses 
of the members. | feel very strongly about this, and have had the 
concurrence of the Board of Trustees for as long as there has been 
a Board. It has been very obvious from the beginning that many 
members of both FOG and Pico-Net rightfully expect this of us. 
Gale Rhoades has rigorously adhered to this policy both because 
she agrees and because she was instructed to do so ! 


FOG has released appropriate names and telephone numbers to lo- 
cal groups affiliated with FOG. For groups not yet affiliated with 
FOG even this information has not been released. 

Although it was more work for Gale, FOG has cooperated with and 
assisted local group formation by making a list of potential mem- 
bers of a local member organizations, preparing address labels 
from those lists, and mailing out stamped envelopes furnished by 
the local group. 


The trustees of FOG have been asked by local affiliated groups to 
release addresses of their local members and FOG members in the 
nearby geographic area to authorized local officers in order to re- 
duce duplication of effort in this data gathering and to facilitate 
contact with potential members for their group. We have also been 
requested to systematically and arbitrarily assign local affiliation 
with a nearby group for those members who have not designated a 
local affiliation. 


We believe that the choice of affiliation with any specific group, or 
none at all, is the prerogative of each individual member. But we do 
recommend that you support a local group by designating the af- 
filiation of your choice. It is to your advantage to be made aware of 
local activities and it will help to Strengthen our local member or- 
ganization structure. 


While we champion the member's right to privacy, we also recog- 
nize our responsibility to assist local member organization officers 
in the performance of their duties. Accordingly, at the April 15, 
1983 meeting of the trustees the following resolution, revising the 
“privacy” policy, was adopted: ‘a9 


May, 1983 


“RESOLVED that starting on January 1, 1984, FOG will 
release the name, telephone number, address, and mem- 
bership number of local members to an officially char- 
tered, affiliated member organization upon request of an 
Officer of record of that group, unless the member has 
specifically requested that the member’s address not be 
So released. Notice of this policy change shall be pub- 
lished in forthcoming issues of the FOGHORN.” 


This will allow all members from now until the end of 1983 to re- 
quest that their address not be given even to local group officers. 
The policy of not releasing addresses to any other requestor re- 
mains as before. 

seeneee 


The address label on this (and all future issues) has your mem- 
bership-account number and expiration date on it, Please include 
this number in any correspondence. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


OSBORNE I™—<» MX-80 
PARALLEL 
PRINTER CABLES 
$35 


Connects your Osborne | IEEE-488 
Port to Epson, C. Itoh, Prowriter, 
NEC, Okidata and other Centronics 
type parallel printers. 

Order part no. 0-1 — $35.00 


— FREE SHIPPING 
— 10 DAY FREE TRIAL 
— CUSTOM LENGTHS AVAILABLE 


Visa & Mastercard — Texas residents add 5% tax 
C.O.D. add $2.00 


AUSTIN COMPUTER 
TECHNOLOGIES 


Dept. F, P.O. Box 26595 
Austin, TX 78755 
(512) 835-6136 
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LETTERS 
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Dear Editor: : 
After reading the “Response to Frustration & an Apology" article 
by Mr. Morton in the January 1983 FOGHORN , | felt compelled to 
write and offer encouragement and congratulations to all of the of- 
ficers and volunteers who work at (in?) the FOG. | too have felt 
some of the same frustrations, although certainly not to the same 
degree, that the pastor from Pennsylvania has felt. (See the Janu- 
ary 1983 FOGHORN .) |'m still eagerly awaiting my February issue 
(as of March 30), but | will be patient. | can’t even imagine the 
problems that must be faced every day as an organization grows 
from 18 members to 4000 in such a short time. (It's probably much 
larger than that by now.) My experience with the organization has 
been considerably different than that of the good pastor's. For ex- 
ample, when | first requested information about FOG, | incorrectly 
addressed the envelope, and referred to Mr. Morton as “Mr. Mor- 
gan” throughout the letter. He responded anyway, andl am nowa 
very happy member. 


Being from Stillwater, Oklahoma, | sometimes feel | am one of the 
few Osborne users in the world too. There are no dealers in my 
community. In fact, my purchase was made 75 miles away in Okla- 
homa City. Dealer support has been adequate, but it is a bit dis- 
tant. It is certainly not the fault of FOG if dealer support is 
inadequate. That is something to write to OCC about. 


One thing that helps me feel | am not the only Osborne user in the 
world is my link with FOG. We in the “hinterlands of micro- 
computerdom’” appreciate the hints that are shared by our distant 
colleagues. Without them, we truly would be in the fog. (I’m sorry | 
couldn't help it.) Those persons fortunate enough to be in an area 
that can support a local users group might not appreciate the in- 
formation provided by the newsletter because they can rely on 
each other for help and support. Those of us who have no other 
shoulders to cry on need FOG more that anyone else. 


One thing | found most helpful as | tried to learn some tricks to 
make using my Osborne easier, was to order all the back issues of 


reading. It might help impatient Members a i 
reciat 
Improvements that have already been na Verena 


| (and | think | am in the majority) appreciate th 

i é work that so 
many of you have contributed, Please do not become discouraged. 
We appreciate you. By the way, for those who are upset with the 


oS 
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contents of the newsletter, why not contribute an article of your 
own to help improve the quality and quantity of information avail- 
able to all of us? 


Ronald D. Schaefer 
Stillwater, OK 


GIVE ME A BREAK 

How can | create a Break key on my Osborne 1? Some timeshare 
systems require the use of the ‘‘Break Key'‘; therefore, | need a 
method of transmitting a Break to the host computer. (402) 472- 
1392. 


Chuck Havlicek 
Lincoln LOG 
Lincoln, NE 
see ee 6 8 


Dear Mr. [Leo] Grandi: 

Your candidacy statement which accompanied the FOG Board of 
Trustees ballot states that you live in Belmont near “Silicone Val- 
ley.” Perhaps Belmont is not where | think it is. Silicone is used to 
enlarge breasts; silicon is used to make integrated circuits. 


Best wishes despite the sarcasm, 


Crutis A. Ingraham 
Oakland, CA 


Method to PRINT @(Y,X) to Osborne MBASIC 


Many of us have friends who own Radio Shack TRS-80's. Very of- 
ten we end up swapping programs, which we wrote, with each oth- 
er. TRS-80’s BASIC-80 is very similar to MBASIC and programs 
will normally directly translate to MBASIC without much difficulty. 
One particular function many TRS-80 programmers use that is not 
set up on the Osborne is the PRINT @(X,Y) routine for cursor ad- 
dressing. | use a similar function statement at the beginning of my 
programs that accomplishes the same thing. | think many of you 
out there would be interested in the way | programed the cursor 
addressing routine. Here is a listing of an example program: 


10 CLR$=CHRS(26):PRINT CLR$:* Clear screen 

1S 

20"position cursor function 

25° 

30 DEF FNCRS(YPOS, XPOS)=CHRS(27) +" *=* *+CHRS$(YPOS+32) +CHRS (XP0S+32) 
35° 

40° example. used by Air National Guard computer flight plan 
45 PRINT FNCRS(O.20): °° COMPUTER FLIGHT PLAN ** 

50 PRINT FNCRS(2,10):°°1-- Take-off Time (00.00) = ‘* 

5S PRINT FNCRS(3.10):''2-- Temp. Dev. (0) = ~~ 

60 PRINT FNCRS$(4,10);°°3-- NUMBER OF COPIES (1-4) 2°" 

65 PRINT FNCRS(5. 10); °'4-- Starting location (No) = ** 

70 PRINT FNCRS(6. 12): **(Coords.or TACAN I.D.) 

75 PRINT FNCRS (2,40); : INPUT" *' TS 

80 PRINT FNCRS$(3.40): : INPUT" ***.W4 

85 PRINT FNCR$(4. 40); INPUT" '** M6 

90 PRINT FNCRS(5. 40): INPUT" '**,C7$ 

95 PRINT CLR$ 

100 PRINT FNCRS(13.0):" "Press ENTER if no SID"* 
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105 PRINT FNCR$(14,0); "SID End Point Gewecswedeaences Dae 
110 PRINT * ‘Distance (...). Last Course (at 

115 PRINT FNCR$(14.15);-LINE INPUT B1$ 

120 PRINT FNCRS( 14.41): :LINE INPUT 82$:PRINT FNCR$( 14.60); 
125 LINE INPUT B3$ 


Fred Klarmeyer 
Loring AFB, ME 


Seeesee as 


Typesetter Interface 


Has anyone seen any telecommunication software that has at 
least two user-definable conversion tables available? | hope to in- 
terface with a Shaffstall Mediacom 3300, at work. We're typeset- 
ters and currently have to convert mnemonics one-at-a time when 
clients send us their floppys or telecommunicate to us. (Can't af- 
ford to tie up the mainframe). Business phone (617) 275-1600, 


David J. Hallisey 
Cambridge, MA 


@eeeees 


Dear Editor: 

| have just read the tip concerning the use of the Smith Corona TP- 
1 Printer with the Osborne. A problem | have had with this printer 
is keeping a straight margin. It appears that no matter how care- 
fully | am insert the paper, after one or two sheets my text is at the 
left margin. It seems that some type of sprocket device would be 
helpful if it could be added to the friction feed. 


Stanley Ames, M.D. 
Las Vegas, NV 


e®eeseenaneea 


Back Issues — Reprints 

Reprints of back issues may be ordered. The current cost of back issues 
is $1.50 per issue to cover reprint and mailing costs. Donations will be 
gratefully accepted, 

All issues are available. When we run out of copies from the original 
printing, we have more printed. Not all issues are of value to new members. 
Vol. 1 No. 1 (October, 1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for help in 
getting this group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 1982) was a 2 page issue 
with holiday greetings and an advertisement for Super Graphics. Mailed 
with this issue was a copy of the original bylaws which have since been 
modified several times. 

There were 11 issues in Volume 1 since we put out a combined issue for 
June and July, 1982. For those who are attempting to determine which 
Copies from Vol. 1 are of interest, Vol. 2, No. 2 (Nov, 1982) has a partial 
index for Vol. 1. 

Mark envelope “ BACK ISSUE REQUEST " and include your account- 


membership number. Please send the order to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly Ci 

: 0. , Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474, Orders are shipped once a week. The index to the previous 
year Is published in the November (#2) issue. 
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“Tips for Tyros” 


by Jim Woolley 

This is the third in a series of articles written to share with novices 
bits of knowledge regarding use of the Osborne 1. The series was 
initiated after hearing several comments to the effect that FOG 
was not addressing the needs of beginners. However, now it ap- 
pears that much of the FOGHORN consists of articles of this type. 
Hopefully the original motivation is no longer valid. But perhaps 
you may find some of the tips presented this month interesting. 


Tip #1: It is sometimes handy to use PIP to add short notes to a 
text file. PIP has the advantage of being quicker than WordStar i 
and it does not require knowledge of ED’s command language. 
Suppose you maintain a file named NOTES with brief textual mate- 
rial. You may wish to extend the file with some additional informa- 
tion. Place PIP.COM and NOTES on the same disk in drive A. At the 
A> prompt, type PIP<RETURN> . PIP will display its * prompt, 
where you may type 


NOTES = NOTES,CON: <RETURN> 


This instructs PIP to add text typed at the keyboard to the end of 
the NOTES file and save the augmented information in place of the 
Original NOTES . Now type the material to be added, but end each 
line with <RETURN><CTRL-J> . The <CTRL-d> is a line feed 
character; it may be obtained by pressing the down arrow if your 
arrow keys are configured for CP/M (see SETUP ). After the last line 
to be added, press <CTRL-Z> . PIP will then save the result in 
NOTES and generate an * prompt. You may review the augmented 
file on the screen by typing 


CON: = NOTES 
Or on your printer by typing 
LST:=NOTES 


To end the PIP session, press <RETURN> at the * prompt. Note, 
PIP and NOTES need not be on the same disk; if not, precede the 
filename with a drive identifier of the d: form. 


Tip #2: When using PIP in the * prompting mode, an attempt to 
write a file onto a disk having insufficient space will result in the 
message 

DISK WRITE ERROR 


and will produce another * prompt. At this point, you may reduce 
an existing file to zero space in order to make additional room on 
the disk, and this may be done without leaving PIP . Suppose the 
disk contains a file named OLDFILE which is no longer required; at 
the * prompt, type 

OLDFILE=CON: <RETURN> <CTRL-Z> 
This will turn OLDFILE into an empty file, freeing all of the space it 
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; i * t will appear. The gener. 
ly occupied, and another * promp 
aril anaes would be d:filename.typ on the PIP command 


line. 


Tip #3: It is interesting to note that when entering commands at 
the CP/M > prompt, if the first character is a semicolon () the Te- 
mainder of the line is ignored (treated as a comment). This is use- 
ful in SUBMIT files, or when communicating with the SYSOP on a 
remote CP/M (RCP/M) system, or just to record a note on the print- 
er using the <CTRL-P> toggle. 


Tip #4: When using AMCALL software (distributed with Osborne's 
COMM-PAC modem), it is possible to toggle on/off a parallel printer 
interfaced to the IEEE-488 (Centronics) port. While in 
terminal/communications mode, press <ESC>F , the “change 
filename” command. In this case, the command is used merely as 
a vehicle to get into BDOS. When asked to enter a filename, press 
<CTRL-P> to toggle the printer, then type the appropriate file- 
name (if used) and/or <RETURN> . While toggled on, all commu- 
nications will be logged to the printer. Make sure the printer itself 
is turned on. 


Tip #5; In response to Ralph Holmes’ letter in the March FOGHORN 
(pp. 6 & 7), the command to cause an Epson Graftrax printer to 
skip over perforations with three blank lines is <ESC>N<CTRL- 
C> , not <ESC>N3 . The number of lines to skip must be passed 
to the Epson (by SuperCalc in Ralph's case) as an ASCII value. In 
most cases, the desired ASCII value corresponds to a non-printing 
control character. For example, <€TAL-A> is equivalent to an 
ASCII value of 1, <CTRL-C> to 3, and <CTRL-Z> to 26. On the 
other hand, the character 3 corresponds to an ASCII value of 33 . 
The skip command may be passed to an Epson at the CP/M > 
prompt (after toggling <CTRL-P> On) as well as by SuperCalc ‘s 
INSTALLS sequence or with its /0 manual printer setup mode. The 
SuperCalc methods were well described in Ralph’s letter. 


| hope that something mentioned in this month’s article has been 

helpful to you. If you have a tip you would like to share with others, 

send me a note at P. 0. Box 3747, Daly City, CA 94015-0474, 
eee eanen 


Sa Notices have gone out for Everyone who has or will ex- 
a don't rue’, Please give this notice prompt attention so that 

MISS any of the issues of the FOGHORN. Unless we receive 
your renewal payment shortly, this c f 


; Ould be issue. If 
there is any doubt, check the label on this fseue, eee 
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DISK MANAGER” 
$29.95 


DISK MANAGER™ is a utility program consisting of 
various functions needed for effectively using disks 
under CP/M* , especially by the Hard Disk User. 


DISK MANAGER™ can run on any CP/M* system 
with any type of disks. 


DISK MANAGER™ requires no installation. 
These functions are included in DISK MANAGER™: 


@ Restore a deleted file. 
Used to restore a file that has been accidentally 
deleted. 


e Establish multi-user links to a file. 
Avoids having to duplicate frequently used 
program files for each user. 


Change user number for a file. 
Effectively moves a file from one user to 
another without resorting to PIP or ERA. 


@ Map out bad blocks. 
Checks the complete disk for bad blocks, 
and allows the user to take action regarding the 
files which may reside on the bad blocks. No 
more BDOS ERROR Bad Sector messages. 


Display the complete directory for the disk or file. 
Used for viewing the directory entries for a file 
or of the complete disk. 


DISK MANAGER™* is very easy to use. It is menu 
driven. [t prompts for all parameters required by it 
to perform the selected function. 


Now available for CP/M* 2.2 


Call or write: 


TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn: TNT 


# CP/M It a registered trademark Of Digital Research 
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A FOGLIGHT FOR THE MIST OF 


MODEMS 


by Donald W. Smith 

| am a novice (tyro) Osborne user with access to the FOG library. | 
use mainframe computers extensively, but resisted the idea of 
having ‘just a terminal’ at home. Two of my reasons for buying the 
Osborne 1 were to: 

1. Use a superior word processor (Wordstar). 

2. Access the mainframe from home as a terminal. 
| hoped there was a way to compose material offline at home and 
then transfer them to the cpu at work. These hopes and wishes 
have been granted. There are many “terminal” programs in the 
FOG library, so | tried them all. | hope this document can assist 
others along the path to Alvin Toffler’s electronic cottage. 


This is a compilation of notes on various “modem” programs. My 
needs include transferring ASCII files to/from a Host computer. 
This report is by no means final since there are numerous versions 
of MODEM? around. The host system was a Tandem TNSII which 
provides some interesting problems. Tandem does not support X- 
ON/X-OFF and normally requires intelligent terminals. 


All respect should be paid to Mr. Ward Christenson, the document- 
ed author of the original programs. ASCII file transfer to/from 
mainframes was not his original goal. 


TESTED: 1. Modem714 — from FOG/UTL.001 
2. OSMODN — from FOG/UTL.001 
3. MODEM73 — from a Kaypro user 
4. MDM70S — from FOG/UTL.001 
5. OSBMDM76 — from FOG/UTL.022 


All except MODEM73 were attempted with an Osborne 1. 


The MODEM714 and OSMODN both use a configuration file called 
OSFIG.COM . This enables them to adapt to 7 bits, EVEN parity and 
one stop bit for the Tandem. You may also select speed. The 
Osborne 1 default comes up at 8/N/1. This adaption seems to be 
the first hurdle to get over and is fatal if configured incorrectly. 


But these two programs lack the file transfer capability that seems 
to be built into later versions. They do a good job asa “dumb” ter- 
minal, but don’t know about disk drives. These programs require 
input of all options behind the name of the program when you start 
it. 

EXAMPLE: A> MODEM714 T.1200 b:filename.oxt 

Note: The filename doesn’t work in T mode! 


MOM70§ and MODEM73 seem to be “later” versions. They are menu 
driven and can transfer files in Terminal mode. You have the ability 
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tonamea CP/M file which can later be used to store data captured 
from the far end computer. The “capture” mode is turned on/off 
with a control Y character. This is also sent to the Tandem who 
thinks it is an EOF! This is a distraction. The major problem, 
though, is the lack of configurability. Therefore, | have not been 
able to test these functions on line. 


These programs are menu driven. They come up with a nice screen 
of options and are self-documenting. 

EXAMPLE: A> MDM70S(ret) 

[Banner and menu of options] 

Input Command: 1.1200 B:FILENAME.EXT 


OSMDM76 is a much newer version and has been adapted for use 
on the Osborne 1. It works much the same as MDM70S except it 
does not reconfigure the serial port when it is started. | used OSFIG 
to set 7/E/1 and typed OSBMDM76 . It is comes up with the stan- 
dard menu, but does impiement the control Y “capture” mode. 
Control characters are not sent to the remote computer. | was able 
to pull files from the Tandem perfectly. 


Sending files back to the Tandem is another Story. To use the Tan- 
dem line editor, the Program must wait after each line for the 
prompt string (11 characters) which includes the line number you 
are to input. This program does no error check at all, so it has no 
idea the leftmost characters of every line are lost. There is no doc- 
umented way to configure any “wait” value after the end of a line. 
Now let’s get positive for a minute. Crosstalk by Microstuf works 
very well for my requirements. | have used this well documented 
program on my Osborne 1 since | received it. It Comes with its own 
Configuration program ( INIT.COM ) and allows you to alternately 
* give commands to the remote system and your local system. 


File transfer in both directions is simple and accurate. There is no 
involved protocol to send files to a host. It uses the echo of each 
character to verify receipt and then transmits another. After each 
line there is a “wait” value used to adapt to various line editor 
prompt strings. After the file is sent, a tally of errors is reported. | 
have had one error problem at 1200, which was easily corrected by 
redialing. 


I have also begun experimenting with another recent addition to 
the FOG library. So far, OTERM4 from FOG/UTL.018 seems to have 
a lot of promise. But that's another article. 

S®eeesenea 


FROM THE DOGHOUSE 


by John Gaudio 
Have you ever wanted to change an Mbasic Program that sends 
information to the screen to one that sends it to the printer in- 
Stead? Of course you can change all those PRINT statements to 
LPRINT statements, but there’s another Way. 
Put the statement . 


POKE 57613, 63 
into the beginning of your program if you're a double density user, 
or use 

POKE 58637,29 
if you're a single density user. Once this fine is executed all print 
statements, and anything else that normally goes to your screen 
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inter instead. ‘ve gotten what yo 
i ent to the printer instead Once you’' you 
ae tothe printer and want the remaining print statements to go 
to the screen, just execute 
POKE 57613, 56 


for double density, and 
POKE 58637, 21 


for single density. 


I've tried this on 1.44 systems, and am pretty sure it will work on 
1.3, 1.4, and 1.43 systems as well. If you have the old 1.2 system 
please let me know if it works. If you have the really old Rev A 189 
then get ye down to your Osborne Dealer today! 


In addition to quick and dirty conversions of programs written for 
another machine, this can be used to decide where the output will 
go at run time. For example the lines 

10 INPUT *'FOR OUTPUT TO PRINTER TYPE P °°. PRINT 

20 IF PRINT =""P"* THEN POKE 57613, 63 

would allow a double density user to send output to either the 
printer or the screen. Don't forget though to use the command to 
set it back to normal at the end of the program, or everything that 
normally goes to the screen will be sent to the printer instead. This 
can also be used to generate a hard copy record of what you did in 
a basic programming session. 


HOW IT WORKS 

Normally when Mbasic is sending something to the screen, it uses 
something called a jump table. Think of this jump table as a big 
road sign with arrows pointing to the screen, the printer, and sev- 
eral other places. By changing the sign that shows the way to the 
Screen, so that it really points to the printer, we cause all the infor- 
mation meant for the screen to go to the printer instead. 


When we 


POKE 57613, 63 
we're changing the road sign for the screen 
sole output) at the “BIOS Entry Points” 
it point in the same direction 
list output). The command 
POKE 57613, 56 


back again. 


(also called the con- 
jump table. We are making 
as the sign for the printer (also called 


simply changes the sign 


[ FROM THE DOGHOUSE comes to us from the Denver Osborne 
Group (006). John Gaudio is President of DOG anda FOG Trustee. 
Seeonense 


PROGRAMMING IN DBASE 

by Kevin Markey 
be intimidated by the 
make your life much 


GOBASE. It may 
h more powerful 


a dBASE file. The file's name is MAILLI 
{ ST 
hypothetical example of the data, the type of data (character or 
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program that 


writes programs! 
raphics for your 
Osborne 


SUPERGRAPHICS IS EASY 


Painting pictures directly on screen means 
no programming is required on your part. 


Command menus make the selections easy 
and fast. 


Help Screens mean no code memorization. 


Current prompt line means you never get 
lost. SuperGraphics lets you know what to 
do next. 


Arrow key controlled cursor movement 
makes screen changes easy. 


Row and Column Counters provide handy 
"present location" reference points. 


Convenient REPEAT key cuts keystrokes 
to a minimum. 


HOME key provides rapid cursor relocation. 


Single-touch commands keep the action 
moving. 


GREAT DOCUMENTATION! 

Easy reading instructions také you step-by- 
step from turning on the power switch to 
completing your first moving graphic. Each 
command explained in plain English. Most 
instruction manuals have a Table of Con- 
tents but no INDEX. This one has both so 
you can find the information you want 
quickly. 
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UNLEASH THE SCREEN GRAPHICS HIDING IN YOUR 
OSBORNE! Beginner or expert, you'll be astounded at 
how easily you can paint pictures DIRECTLY on your 
screen. Then you'll be left speechless as SuperGraphics 
takes your painting and automatically WRITES a per- 
fect Basic program which will reproduce it! That's 
tight, SuperGraphics writes Basic programs for you and 
SAVES them to disk even if you've never written a line 
of Basic in your life. If you ARE an Osborne Basic 
programmer, you can include these graphics programs 
into your own programs, giving them a sparkling, pro- 
fessional look. With SuperGraphics you can even make 
MOVING GRAPHICS! Try your hand at games. If you 
own an Osborne computer SuperGraphies is the tool 
you've been waiting for. SuperGraphies. Written exclu- 
sively for your Osborne. A bargain at 


$29.95 


Charge it now over the phone to your Mastercharge 
or Visa. Call (813) 681-0194. 24 hrs/? days, or 


Mail your check for $29.95 with your name and 
address to Ruff Software, Box 98, 
Plant City, Florida 33566. 


All orders shipped first class within 24 hours. 
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SUPERGRAPHICS IS POWERFUL 


All 255 Osborne characters are available 
to you, including all 31 graphic symbols. 


HALF-INTENSITY at the touch of a 
button. Space-by-space control. 


Four different FULL-SCREEN "MOVES" 
let you shift or center your painting on 
the screen easily. 


Block Move lets you MOVE JUST PART 
of your painting to any other place on 
the screen. 


Block Clone lets you COPY JUST PART 
of your painting and place the "clone" 
anywhere on the screen! 


IMAGE RECALL feature lets you save 
paintings in progress and recall them later 
for more work or changes. 


AUTOMATIC PROGRAM GENERATION 
feature writes programs which will repro- 
duce your finished paintings. SuperGraphies 
automatically RESETS, specifies the drive, 
adds the extension, lets you select the 
beginning line number, and even writes 


identifying REM statements in the program 
for your convenience. 


MOVING GRAPHICS are now possible. All 
SuperGraphies programs are automatically 
saved in a format ready for Merging. Just 
String several SuperGraphics program 
"modules" together to create convincing 
"movies"! 


May, 1983 


numerical), and the length of each field: 
Field Name Type Len Dec 


LAST: NAME C 30 
FIRST: NAME c 30 
ADDRESS: 1 C 30 
ADDRESS: 2 C 30 
CITY C 25 
STATE C2 
ZIP ¢ 5 
PHONE c 8 
DONATION N 7 2 


What sort of things can you do with your mailing list? Look up a 
phone number by name. Sort it by zipcode for printing labels. Sort 
it alphabetically for a phone directory. The possibilities are 
endless. 


Why program any of these functions? If you find yourself using 
them again and again, it would be nice to avoid repeating the same 
instructions each time you wanted a similar task done. A comput- 
er program is simply a set of commands which perform the same 
function or a similar function repeatedly. 


Let’s say that you update your mailing list quite often. Let's also 
Suppose that you need to circulate updated lists to your depart- 
ment heads each week, sorted alphabetically. If you were to use 
ABASE to do this from the keyboard each time, you might use the 
following commands: 


SET DATE TO 04/05/83 

USE MAILLIST 

INDEX ON LAST:NAME TO XMAIL 
USE MAILLIST INDEX XMATL 
REPORT FORM MAILLIST TO PRINT 


This sequence of commands is an excellent beginning for a dBASE 
program. 


A BASE program is called a COMMAND FILE. A command file is a 
file made up of dBASE commands created bya text editor (such as 
Wordstar). To write a program, do the following: 


1. Load Wordstar. Create a new file with the non-document option, 
N. Cail it MAILREPT.CMD . Each dBASE command file MUST have an 
extension .CMD . 

2. Alternately, while in dBASE, type MODIFY COMMAND . dBASE will 
ask you the name of the file. Type MAILREPT . dBASE will provide 
the extension, CMD . MODIFY COMMAND is like a mini-Wordstar, 

3. Type the program (as above). Save it and return to dBASE. To 
Save after completing the program in MODIFY COMMAND , type a 
control-W . 


Once back in dBASE, type DO MAILREPT . The Sequence of com- 
mands in your little program will be repeated without touching an- 
other key! However, your program is not very versatile. Among 
other things, it’s only good for the 5th of April! So let's spruce it up 
a bit. Here are some ideas. 


MACROSUBSTITUTION (WHAT?!) 


First, let's enter a new date each time you run the program. 
We will substitute the following statements for the simple “SET 
DATE TO 04/05/83." 
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ERASE a 
2 **Program to Print Mailing Lists 


i we 
ACCEPT ‘ ‘Today's Date (mu/dd/yy) ** TO TODAY 


SET DATE TO 8TODAY 


' i the screen and announceg 

his mean? First, we erased 3 
aan Second, we skipped a line and prompted the user to 
an the date. Finally, using dBASE’s “macrosubstitution” capa- 
bility, we substituted the date entered from the keyboard in the ser 


command. 


Since “macrosubstitution” is so powerful and necessary in dBASE 
programming, some explanation is important. 


Whenever dBASE finds an ampersand ( &) ina command, followed 
by the name of a memory variable which stands for a String of 
characters, it will substitute the character string into the com- 
mand in place of the variable. For example, when dBASE executes 
the command SET DATE TO &TODAY and TODAY equals 06/22/78", 
ABASE will execute it as if it read “SET DATE TO 06/22/78," 


Now, we will use the same report form, but change the name of the 
mailing list file, to use other similarly structured datafiles (e.g., 
DONORS, CONTACTS, VOLUNTEER, etc.). 


We will use the same strategy to change the name of the file to be 
printed. In place of the command USE MAILLIST , Substitute the 
following: 

ACCEPT “List to Print ** TO MLIST 

USE 8HL IST 


Notice how we have again used macrosubstitution. The program 
asks for a string variable ( ACCEPT accepts character data). It then 
Substitutes the filename requested in the next command. Thus, if 


you specify “DONORS” in response to the prompt, the program will 
“USE DONORS”, 


ee We are going to index on a field other than last name (e.9., 
zip). 


Again, using the same technique, we can choose any field on 
which to index. Our program is getting quite sophisticated now. 
ERASE 


? “Program to Print Mailing Lists‘: 
? 


ACCEPT * “Today's Date (mm/ “ 
dd/ 

SET DATE TO atopay sep 
? 
ACCEPT * ‘List to Print *' 

TO ML 
USE SUL IST ie 
? 
ACCEPT ** Index On What Fielg? ° 
INDEX ON 8FIELD TO XMAIL 
USE @MLIST INDEX XMAIL 
REPORT FORM SULIST To PRINT 


Notice, 
macrosubsttuion @ML replaced MAILLIST with the 
program. Wherever it Previously appeared in the 


oS 
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LOOPS 


We would like to improve the program in two more ways: (1) We 
would like it to repeat several times, so we can get several lists 
from it and (2) we would like to gracefully exit it when we are done. 


In order to repeat several times, we will surround the sequence of 
commands AFTER the date is set with a DO WHILE T loop. The 
command: 


DO WHILE <logical expression> 


will repeat all subsequent statements (until it encounters the 
“ENDDO" command) only as long as the logical expression is true. 


If the logical expression is false at the very beginning, the entire 
loop is ignored. (In DO WHILE T , the T is always true!!! This creates 
what is fondly known to programmers everywhere as the endless 
loop.) 


Now the program looks like this: 


ERASE 
2? * Program to Print Mailing Lists** 
? 
ACCEPT ** Today's Date (mm/dd/yy) ** TO TODAY 
SET DATE TO &TODAY 
? 
O00 WHILE T 
ACCEPT * ‘List to Print ** TO MLIST 
USE 8MLIST 
? 
ACCEPT ** Index on What Field? '' TO FIELD 
? 
INDEX ON 8FIELD TO XMAIL 
USE &MLIST INDEX XMAIL 
REPORT FORM &MLIST TO PRINT 
ENODO 


How do we exit gracefully? Let's use the INPUT command to geta 
yes/no decision at the beginning of the DO loop. Then, we will use 
the IF/ENDIF commands to return to dBASE if desired. 
ERASE 
? **Program to Print Mailing Lists’* 
? 
ACCEPT ** Today's Date (mm/dd/yy) '* TO TODAY 
SET DATE TO &TODAY 
? 
DO WHILE T 
INPUT * “Do You Wish To Continue? (Y/N) TO EXIT 
IF EXIT 
CLEAR 
ERASE 
RETURN 
ENDIF 
ACCEPT * “List toPrint °' TO MLIST 
USE &MLIST 
? 
ACCEPT * ‘Index on What Field? '' TO FIELD 
? 
INDEX ON 8FIELD TO XMAIL 


FOGHORN Vol, 2 No. 8 


Page 11 


USE 8MLIST INDEX XMAIL 
REPORT FORM &MLIST TO PRINT 
ENDDO 


Notice that the DO WHILE loop must end with an ENDDO command. 
The IF command must end with an ENDIF command. Note also that 
both the DO WHILE and IF loops are indented in the program. This is 
primarily to aid the (human) reader of the program, and does not 
affect the execution of the series of commands. 


Finishing touches? Before setting the date, you may also wish to 
add the following commands: 

CLEAR 

SET DEFAULT TO B 

SET TALK OFF 


These three commands begin almost every program | write. CLEAR 
Closes all files and releases all memory variables. You are sure to 
start with a clean slate. Then | select B as the default drive. When- 
ever | USE a file (¢.g., USE MAILLIST or USE &MLIST ), dBASE looks 
for the file on drive B . Finally, the SET TALK OFF ensures that 
dBASE will not bore me with chatter about everything it is doing. 


For example, when you INPUT or ACCEPT data in the program, if 
TALK is not set OFF , dBASE will echo everything you type. It will 
also tell you how many records have been indexed. This command 
avoids this. If you like chatter, especially after the program is 
done, type the command SET TALK ON . 


Try some of these techniques for your next dBASE application. If 
you've got a task you repeat often, write down the steps with 
Wordstar (Non-document model!!!) ina dBASE command file. Then 
see how you can add flexibility and power to your database 
applications. 


ae eeeee 


The address label on this (and all future issues) has your mem- 
bership-account number and expiration date on it. Please include 
this number in any correspondence. 


Renewal notices have gone out for everyone who has or will ex- 
pire by 7/31/83. Please give this notice prompt attention so that 
you don't miss any of the issues of the FOGHORN. Unless we receive 
your renewal payment shortly, this could be your last issue. If 
there is any doubt, check the label on this issue. 


PLEASE NOTE: We now have a new (and much larger) post of- 
fice box. Please use this new address for ALL mail from now on. 
The new address is: 
First Osborne Group (FOG) 
P.0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
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SPELL REVIEW 


by Jeff Lund, Davis Osborne Group 
Anyone who writes a great deal is bound to make some spelling 
errors now and then. The easiest way to alleviate this problem 
when using WordStar is to purchase one of the many proofreading 
Programs available. The one | chose was SPELL, from the Soft- 
ware Toolworks. 


SPELL is different from spelling checkers like Spellguard (offered 
through Osborne) in several ways. When SPELL checks your doc- 
ument, it “strips off” up to 3 prefixs and suffixs to get to the root 
word. It then checks to see if the root word is in its dictionary. 


Therefore, if the word treat was in the dictionary, SPELL would also 
know all the words that can be made from this root (such as treats, 
treated, treatment, treating. retreat , etc.). Proofreaders such as 
Spellguard make a separate entry in their dictionaries for each of 
the words above. What this comes down to, in terms of the number 
of words recognized by the system, is that on single density 
Spellguard “knows” 10,000 words. On double density it knows 
20,000. On both single and double density Spell recognizes 50,000 
words. Quite a difference. On a typical document of around 700 
words, Spellguard finds about 50 words it does not know. You then 
have to check each of these to see if it is correct or not. On the 
same document SPELL finds around 10 suspect words. The sav- 
ings in time here is extremely valuable, 


To use SPELL, you place it in the logged drive and the disk with the 
document you want to check in the other drive. If the logged drive 
was A and the document you wanted to proofread was called 
SAMPLE.TXT , you would type SPELL B:SAMPLE.TXT . SPELL would 
then go through the document and display how many words were 
read and how many were not recognized. Then you examine the list 
of questionable words and decide whether to add the root word to 
the dictionary, ignore the word (i.e., it’s spelled correctly), mark it 
in the text (i.e., it's spelled incorrectly), or start over at the head of 
the list. Any words marked in the text have their last character 
overwritten by a # . SPELL also gives other options such as just 
listing the suspect words on the screen (or writting them to a file) 
for a quick proofread, using user-created dictionaries, and many 
other useful features. The table that contains the prefixs and 
suffixs can also be modified to contain any others you wish. For 
example if you wanted to add the spelling rule to double the last 
consonant and add “ed” to the end (which it already has) you 
would enter +€+ed. 


i stem that | recommend for everyone. | have used 
SANSGEEL td Spellguard. SPELL is infinitely better, and, at $50 
itis much less expensive as well. It does of course have its limita- 
tions. For example, it doesn't know which spelling rules to follow 
so both tryed and tried are treated as being correctly spelled. This 
small inefficiency, however, is well worth the added advantage of a 
50,000 word dictionary and the time it saves. If you can’t spell, buy 
SPELL. 


THE WORD PLUS 


by Ronald D. Scharfer 

With the number of spelling checkers available on the market to- 
day, any particular software tool must offer something special to 
be chosen over all the others. Such was the philosophy Adam 
Osborne must have used when he put together his incredible pack- 
age of hardware and software we have all come to love. That same 
philosophy must have been present in the mind of Wayne Holder of 
Oasis Systems, when he developed The Word Plus spelling check- 
er. 


The Word Plus is a second generation package of programs that 
offers the end user (one of OCC's favorite phrases) considerable 
flexibility and usefulness for the price of only $75.00* (through 
many supply houses, including the Digital Deli). With the incredi- 
bly high prices of some of the other spelling checkers on the mar- 
ket, cost alone should cause one to take a second look at this 
useful tool. 


The term “second generation” is used because in its initial form, 
the original package, The Word (no “Plus“) lacked some of the ca- 
pabilities the more recent release provides. Specifically, the cur- 
rent version allows misspellings to be viewed in context, a real 
necessity (I think) for the tedious, often hated task of proofread- 
ing. It also allows for automatic correction of error words in your 


text, saving you the trouble of looking for marked words in the text 
and correcting them manually. 


The software is available for both Single and double density. (Same 
price for both.) The single density version contains a 20,000 word 
dictionary, while the double density version contains 45,000 
words. The company will upgrade (at no additional cost) the single 
density to the double density if and when you upgrade your sys- 
tem. (Again the philosophy sounds familiar doesn’t it.) 


In addition to markin 
text, looking up correct s 
mismatched occurre: 


missing letters (helpful f 
look up possible word 


provided is called “Homonym Help” 
i p”. It marks potential problem 
words which have homonyms that might be used indberastly For 


o> 


FOGHORN Vol. 2 No. 8 Page 12 


May, 1983 


ee eee — | 


example problems with the words “to”, “two”, and “too” can be 
marked and the author can decide whether the correct word was 
used. Those tools along with the fact that the main dictionary can 
be updated easily, and special dictionaries unique only to certain 
documents can be developed, make this a very powerful utility. 


One very minor problem | have encountered is that the program 
might be a bit extravagant in its use of diskette space. A list of 
error-words is automatically made and placed on the document 
disk. If you are working with a single density system, and have a 
diskette that is near capacity, you may have some problems if you 
have a number of misspellings. The only other problem is that the 
dictionary is not infinitely large, and there are a number of words 
that invariably turn-up as mismatches that are correctly spelled. 


That, of course is true of any spelling checker currently available. 
Hopefully as soon as | get my double density upgrade and the 
45,000 word dictionary, that problem will be alleviated somewhat. 
In all, The Word Plus provides the end user with a great tool at an 
incredible price. As Osborne users, that's the type of treatment to 
which we are already accustomed. 


* The list price of the Word Plus is around $149. | have seen it ad- 

vertised for as low as $100, but more typically for $112 to $129. 

$75 looks more like the price of the ‘first generation” product, the 

Word. If I'm wrong, let me know where | can get it for less than 

$100 and Fil take it. | have put off buying a spelling tool, but I think 

this is the one | want. .. David 
see eee se 


Page 2 of every FOGHORN is reserved for membership informa- 
tion and the answers to frequently asked questions. Please take a 
few minutes to read this information. 


Mail processing is greatly speeded if you take a few minutes to 
indicate on the lower left corner the purpose of your letter. 


Remember to indicate your local group membership when send- 
ing in your renewals so that the group canreceivea portion of your 
dues. 


Rebates to Affiliated Member Organizations 

Rebates of 25% of the base membership rate ($24.00) will be made to 
Affiliated Member Organization on behalf of eligible members. To be eligible 
for the rebate, the name of the chapter MUST be on the membership form 
(or check) when the yearly dues (new or renewal) are paid. 

No rebates will be made until the Affiliated Member Organization is for- 
mally approved by the Board of Trustees. 

Application for Affiliated Member Organization status must be made in 
writing and must be accompanied by a list of the officer — names and ad- 
Gresses (at least three) and a signed copy of the group bylaws. 

It is not necessary that a group be affiliated when the member pays the 
yearly dues and specifies affiliation for that member to be eligible for the 
rebate. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


THE OSBORNE 1*: 
IT DOES MORE 
WITH TRANTOR 
HARD DISK SYSTEMS 


With Trantor’s mass storage hard disk system you can 
expand the capacity of your Osborne 1* computer, 
giving you the speed, convenience and flexibility of 
more expensive computers. It offers you the advan- 
tage of a centralized file system with all data available 
for immediate access. 
The installation procedure takes less than ten minutes 
and requires no technical expertise. Thereafter the 
system is ready to use and requires no preventative 
maintenance. 
MORE storage. 

MORE speed. 

MORE convenient. 
MORE flexible. 
MORE for your money. 
Special discount for FOG members! 


Prices effective until June 30,1983 
5MB 10MB 15MB 
$2495 $1995 $2995$2495 §¢ 


THE TRANTOR DISK SYSTEMS: 


$2995 


Connect to the IEEE port. 


Come complete with cable and installation diskette. 


Can be configured as either logical drives A&B or C&D. 


Utilities included to configure the arrow keys per either 
Wordstart or CP/M* formats. 


Disk diagnostics and exerciser provided. 


Comes with extensive software 
ARCHIVE and DISK MANAGER™, 
ARCHIVE is a back up utility. 
DISK MANAGER™ is a CP/M* utility Program used 
to: 
Restore deleted files. 
Map out bad blocks. 
Establish multi-user links to a file. 
Change user number for a file. 
Display complete directory for a disk or a file. 


utilities, including 


Come with a 120 day limited warranty. 


TRANTOR 


TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 

(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn: TNT 

* Osborne | fs a registered eadamari #f Osbarne Computer Corporation 


ot 
Y Wordstar isa registered trademark of MicroPro 
# CP/M Is a registered trademark of Digital esearch 
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(or That’s Not a BUG it’s a Feature) 


by Bradley S. Albom 
Welcome again to the Foghorn Help column. This is the place to 
Send your questions about your Osborne and any software you're 
using with it. To get your question(s) answered, send a letter of a 
page or less to: 


Bradley S. Albom 
c/o COMSOL 
The Computer Solutions Company 
P.0. Box 206 
Pt. Richmond, Calif 94807 


If you prefer the phone, you can also leave me a message at (415)- 
234-8346. It’s probably best to use the phone if you have a quick 
solution to any of the problems brought up in this column. You're 
also welcome to try and explain your problem to the machine. | 
can’t guarantee a solution, but at least it will get a public airing. 
Remember, the lead time for this column is three months. If you 
Can wait that long for an answer, fine. If you can't, include a SASE 
or post card with your mailed in questions. 


Let's start this month with an answer. Thanks to Geoffrey Sinclair 
of WORDCRAFT for letting me know about a 68000 cross assem- 
bler advertised in Microsystems (p. 26, March 1983), The company 
to write to is: Quelo, 843 NW 54th, Seattle, Wash 98107. | forget 
who asked the original question, but now we all know were to find 
a cross assembler. 


Mr. Dave Lacy from Bechtel has been having BDOS ERROR prob- 
lems using SuperCalc and wants to know how to get around them. 
There are two general types of BDOS ERRORS. The most serious is 
the “Sorry pal, your disk is corrupted” type which can result from 
anything from a bad sector on the disk to having your file directory 
erased. You cannot recover from this type of error inside 
SuperCalc because it's CP/M that’s confused and not SuperCalc. 
(How’s that for a plain english explanation). You may eventually be 
able to salvage part or all of the disk if you know enough about 
CP/M internals and have an appropriate disk fix program. If you 
lack either, try to find someone at an Osborne Group meeting who 
does. 


The second type of BDOS ERROR is “You didn’t plan ahead and 
your disk is full.” In other words, don't try to put 10 Ibs of potatoes 
ina 5 lb sack. | covered a possible way around this for WordStar in 
a previous column. The solution involved leaving enough space on 
your main WordStar disk for just such emergencies. If you have 
the double density option this is easy, 


You can do something even better in SuperCalc. According to page 
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i umentation, SuperCalc will trap a disk full error 
Ee to try again. At this point it will allow you to 
remove the full diskette and insert another one. You then tell it to 
try again, and presto — you haven't lost all of your work. Mr. Lacy 
also wonders how the double density option will handle foreign 
disk formats (like Xerox, etc). The Osborne double density option 
will allow you to read data created on other machines. It will not 
allow you to execute programs written for other computers. This ig 
because the operating system and/or hardware that make Up the 
two computers is different. So the transferred program will prob. 
ably end up telling your Osborne CP/M operating system some. 
thing it doesn’t understand. 


Your programs written in BASIC are one exception. Since BASIC 
programs are actually data files which are input to a BASIC 
interpreter, they will work on any computer assuming the BASIC 
interpreter is similar enough on both machines. | have personally 
taken one of my Osborne MBASIC programs and run it on Mor- 
row’s Micro Decision, so this does work. If you are lucky or sneaky 
enough to have the source or hex code for a Program on one ma- 
chine, it is also possible to recompile and/or link that program on 
your Osborne, assuming you have the appropriate compilers / link- 
ers running on your Osborne. Once again this is something to take 
up with the more experienced hackers at an Osborne group 
Meeting. 


I'm going to conclude this month's column with some comments 
on the Small C compiler available in FOG’s library. I've been fight- 
ing with it for the past week and making headway very slowly. | 
don’t want to snipe at free, public domain software but { do not 


recommend this version to anyone who doesn't have some assem- 
bler background. 


For example, | haven't been able to figure out how to pass a string 
array to the PUTS function. I've tried everything from the direct, 
pass the string variable name approach to passing a pointer to the 


variable (both of which are supposed to work). Does anyone out 
there have any ideas? 


The documentation is Sparse to say the least. In an effort to ex- 


pand on what little is out there, I've found the following functions 
in the STDLIB file. 


toupper(char) ~ converts a single character to upper case 

tolower(char) - converts a Single character to lower case 

isalpha(char) - tells if Single character is alphabetic 

supper (char) - tells if single character is upper case 

islower(char) - tells Lf Single character is lower case 

isdigit(char) - tells if single character is an integer 

isspace(char) - tells if Single character is a space 

strlen(string) — returns length of String array. Terminator is a full (i.e. 0) 
strcpy(s1.s2) - copies string s2 into String $1 
Strcat(s1.s2) — adds string s2 to the end of string 51 
strpos(s1.s2) - returns the first occurrence of strin 
outp(port. data) ~ sends a character to specified port 
inp(port) ~ gets a character from the speci fied port 
puts(string) — sends a character String to the console 
putch(char ) - sends a single character to the console 
getch() - gets a Single character from the console 
gets(string) ~ gets a character String from the console 
kbstat() - returns input status of the console 


9 S2 in string 1. 
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There are also a number of file acce 
had time to figure out. If anyone out t 
can find the time, please try your h 
used the language. Any addition t 
would be VERY welcome. 


$8 functions which | haven't 
here is using Small C, and you 
and at explaining how you've 
0 the existing documentation 


This is a late flash. Since | was determined 
programming on my Osborne, | finally bit the bullet and purchased 
my first piece of software outside of what was included with the 
Osborne. | decided to go for The Software Toolworks’ C/80 Compil- 
er (The Software Toolworks, 15233 Ventura Blvd, Sherman Oaks, 
Calif 91403, 213-986-4885). | phoned in my order and four days 
later, the floppy showed up in my mailbox, One of the main reasons 
| went with Software Toolworks, apart from their reputation, was 
the price. While others are selling C compilers for many hunderds 
of dollars, Software Tooiworks offers it at $49.95. Almost as good 
as the $29.95 Pascal being offered by JRT. However, | was willing 
to pay a bit more for a better language. 


to do some serious C 


| haven’t had much time to play with C/80 ( 
next column). I’ve already noticed that while Small C only allows 
one statement per “for” loop Specifier, C/80 allows multiple state- 
ments (eg. for(i= 1, j=5;1<10;i+ +,j+ +)... works fine in C/80 
but not in Small C). Also, C/80 has a full feature PRINTF function. 
Although you've got to include another file before using PRINTF in 
your code, | fully intend to use the same technique to build my own 
library of functions. 


look for a review in my 


In general, since I'm using The C Programming Language by 
Kernighan & Ritchie (usually referred to as the C Bible) as a refer- 
ence, it's nice to have a compiler that follows the language as 
Closely as possible. By the way, this book is well written and an 
excellent way for sameone familiar with another language to learn 
C. My only complaint is that some of the examples follow the “let’s 
write this code in as few lines as possible” philosophy which 
makes for a bit of head scratching at times. 


One final bug that | just caught in WordStar while playing with 
C/80 relates to WordStar’s internal patch points. Two of the docu- 
mented patch points in the December 1982/January 1983 issue of 
the Portable Companion do not exist. Specifically, NONDOC and 
DOTCHR are missing in WordStar 2.26. In addition, changing the 
contents for the NONDOC label (0391) produce no observable af- 
fect. | have a call in to Osborne Technical support and hope for an 
answer for the next column. 


Well that's it for this month. Keep those cards and letters coming. 
see eee @ 
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Using the Osborne as a Typewriter 


by Jeffrey Evans 

If you would like to sell your typewriter and rely entirely on your 
Osborne and printer, you will want to be able, at times, to dash off 
a few words or address an envelope without going through the pro- 
Cess of creating a file, saving a file, and printing a file. The AV 
command of MailMerge provides a way to meet the need. Simply 
Create a command file named TYPE which requests information 
from the keyboard to fill in the lines of a non-existent form letter. 
The file should look like this: 


.MTO ** This eliminates the top margin 

.OP ** This cancels page numbering 

-AV LINE 1 

.AV LINE2 ** Insert as many .AV lines as you wish 

-AV LINE3 ** (I find that fifteen are enough) 

-AV LINE4 

-AV LINE(n) 

&LINE1& “* Make sure not to skip a line between 

&LINE2& ** the AV command and the &LINE& 
commands 

&LINE3& ** if you want the printer to begin 

&LINES& ** typing without advancing the paper. 

&LINE(n)& 

PA ** This marks the end of the “page.” 


To use TYPE to address an envelope, insert the envelope in your 
printer and advance it to the position where you would like the first 
line to print. From the “no-file’ menu of WordStar, choose M to 
print a MailMerge file, enter TYPE when the filename is requested, 
and bypass the usual print options by pressing ESC instead of 
RETURN. 


MailMerge will ask you for the contents of each line: 


LINE1? 
LINE2? 


Your entries will appear in half-intensity, and you will have the op- 
portunity to edit them before pressing RETURN to fix each line. 
Press RETURN to pass through lines you would like left blank and 
use spaces to locate text where you want it to print. RETURN 
through the remaining blank lines and your text will immediately 
print. 


like to have a copy of TYPE on each disk used to compose letters 

and find that! use this file almost everyday. This system has elimi- 

nated the last reason | might have used to justify keeping my old 

Underwood, but I've kept it anyway, out of mere sentiment. 
see seneve 
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SQUARE ROOTS WITH dBASE II 


by Doug Hurst 

There are a lot of programs out now that work in conjunction with 
GBASE II to perform various functions not resident in dBASE as 
Supplied. If you’re unable or unwilling to put out for such pro- 
grams, this article may provide at least a partial solution. The fol- 
lowing program is for accomplishing the square root function in 
GBASE II command language. It is submitted as a sub-module al- 
though it could be used as part of a main program. 


The value to be rooted is stored as X in one of the 64 available 
memory locations prior to entering the sub-module. After the sub- 
module has acted on it, the output will be stored as Y (although it 
could be stored back into X to maintain program integrity after the 
Calculations are complete). 


* SOSUB. CMD 
* SQUARE ROOT SUB-ROUTINE FOR dBASE II 
STORE X*.5 TOY 
STORE 0 10 Z 
STORE T TO TRUE 
DO WHILE TRUE=T 

* ENTER THE NEXT THO LINES ONLY IF YOU WANT TO SEE 
* THE SQUARE ROOT OPERATION STEP BY STEP. [IF 
* USED. OMIT THE ( )’s. 

(DISPLAY MEMORY) 

(WAIT) 

STORE (X/Y-Y)*.5 TO W 
* WeD SHOULD WORK BUT -0.0000001 USED 

IF W)=-0.0000001 .0R. W=Z 

STORE F TO TRUE 

ELSE 

STORE Y+H TO Y 
STORE W TO 2 

ENDIF 
ENDDO 
RETURN 


If you want to actually see the program work, use it in conjunction 
with the following sample program. Simply enter both programs on 
a disk in drive B, using either WordStar (N option) or dBASE II's 
MODIFY COMMAND mode. With dBASE in drive A , type DO 
B:SQROOT from the dBASE ‘. * prompt or DBASE B:SQROOT from the 
CP/M A> prompt. 


?° "TYPE IN THE NUMBER YOU WANT TO FIND THE SQUARE’ * 
?°*ROOT OF ?'* 

INPUT TO X 

DO 8: SQSUB 

ENDDO 

* IF X MUST MAINTAIN ITS VARIABLE ASSIGNMENT AFTER * ROOTING, ENTER THE 
*FOLLOWING LINE [OMIT ( )'S] 

(STORE Y TO X) 

ERASE 

SET FORMAT TO SCREEN 

@ 1.1 SAY * “THE SQUARE ROOT OF ** 

© 1.20 GET X PICTURE ‘999999, 9999° 

@ 1.32 SAY‘ IS * 

@ 1.36 GET Y PICTURE '9999.9999° 

@ 3.1 SAY ‘PRESS ANY KEY TO DO ANOTHER ROOT* 

WAIT 

DO B: SQROOT 

RETURN 


There is no reference for this unless you want to lower yourself to 
reading a TRS-80 Level | Basic manual. Since Level | Basic has no 
built in SQR function (among others), they list several sub- 
routines which can be used. This is a conversion from one of those 
sub-routines. 


If you have trouble with this program or have another function you 
would like me to work on, contact me at (619) 367-1090 (evenings 
only) or write to 6808 Estrella Ave., 29 Palms, CA 92277. 


P.S. | wholeheartedly concur with the user's manual recommenda- 
tion of renaming the file DBASE.COM to DO.COM . This lets you di- 
rectly execute command files with the DO X:filename from either 
CP/M or dBASE. 


DATASTAR PATCH 


by David Whorf 

Well here you are! The master of WordStar ajter many a long hour 
and you have managed to handle most of SuperCalc. So you go out 
and buy another program. This was in the dark days before dBase 
lIUIf you are like me you bought DataStar justa little ahead of your 
ability. I’m now some one year down the road in computing and | 
find that the single most important thing that one can dois to RE- 
READ your manuals! | can't tell you how much one can miss the 
first time, or for that matter, the second time around! 


In spite of the fact that one misses a lot by not going back to the 


g @ Wonderful moment at the re- 
cent West Coast Computer Faire. Unlike most of the “other com- 


any and all questions you might have. If they didn’t have the an- 


Bane. ; m here to 

i SAPLE (ONLY) PROGRAM TO SHOW HOW SQSUB. CMD say | am now a believer! Not only was the response quick and ac- 

* OPERATES. , ra but one of my problems was very quickly handled! Quite 

SEF TALIGOe? ‘ankly, !was of a mind that | really didn’t want to disturb the peo- 

ERASE & 
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ple who were working so hard getting all those machines 
“updated” 
To make a long story short here was my problem: How d 

: i : 0 you 
DataStar to print out your files without it taking an entire poe 
each record? My Epson MX-80 Would print one record then roll off 
the rest of the page before printing another record, A Default 
setting! 


The answer lies in making a patch to the DataStar.Com program. tf 
you have never done this before, well this is the time, It really is not 
difficult. The DDT program scared me for a long time. All you have 
to know is that your are “backed up” and are not using your Mas- 
ter Disk. The worst thing you can do is Mess up the disk you are 
working on. Give it a try. 


| will assume you have entered successfully a form into the pro- 
gram and have made entries into the Data and Index files. This 
DataStar manual is really quite well written and not hard to follow 
if you stay with it. One other tip on reading manuals: try to read it 
all the way through first. Don’t be tempted to jump to the computer 
immediately on opening the book. Live with the manual a while. | 
do this by taking the manual with me when | travel (away from the 
Osborne) and this way I don't fall victim to the temptation of diving 
into to a new program “half baked". 


Now to the solution. Straight from the factory to you. 


1, Place your Utility Disk in Drive A 
2. Place DATASTAR disk in Drive B 
Press RETURN to boot the Utility Disk 
Atthe A>: 
3. Type DDT B:DATASTAR.COM 
4. You will see the sign on message saying 
DDT VERS 2.2 
NEXT PC 
5F00 0100 
5. Type S60F and you will see: 
Q60F OC — 
6. Type 00 <CR> 
7. Next you will see: 
0610 CD — 
8. Type. <CR> Right! just a period AND RETURN. 
9. Now type a “6 (a control C) by holding down the CTAL key and 
typing the letter C. 
10. You will now see the ever popular A Prompt: A> . 


11. Type SAVE 94 B:DATASTAR.COM 12, There you have it. All Done! 
Not so hard after all. 


<CR> = RETURN 


Now your DataStar Disk has been patched so that that Phone Book 
you have can be printed with minimal space between entries. (Fun- 
ny, isn't it, how many phone books we create when we are learning 
New programs.) 


The last Part of the problem is how do you create the number of 
Spaces between each record? Enter Formgen by typing Formgen . 

hat you must do is make blank lines at the end of your original 
Forms entry. You may have to use “N to duplicate the last line. Do 
this twice for two spaces. Then use the SPACE bar to wipe them 
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out leaving two blank lines. The RETURN key may accomplish the 
Same thing. It depends on whether or not you created some blank 
lines originally in making the form. Follow the “HELP MENU” and 
use “Y to delete too many blank lines. Save the revised form with 
“C (Form Done). Now chain DATASTAR by typing D . Use *E to 
change modes then enter the DATA SCAN MODE (D). The print 
form command “U is implemented and voila! Here it all comes out 
printed with two spaces between each record. 


Thank you Osborne. Thank you factory support team. 
eee ness 


USING CP/M’s “IOBYTE” TO HELP 
DEBUG BASIC 


by Chris Hill 
Thanks to Doug Hurst for his submission regarding use of the 
IOBYTE use to save memory in BASIC, published in the February 
83 issue of FOGHORN . His creative use of the I/0 redirection capa- 
bility of CP/M alerted me to the possible use of this function to aid 
in debugging MBASIC programs. 


Ata FOG meeting recently, | was assisting a fellow in determining 
why his invoice printing program was not working as well as it 
might. This individual had run his program (which was as fine an 
example of “spaghetti code” as | had ever seen) with TRON acti- 
vated, and had copied the line numbers manually from the screen 
to aid in debugging. He asked me if there was a way to send the 
line numbers to the printer. While that seemed very valuable to me, 
| did not know how to do it (using control-P before entering 
MBASIC does not appear to do it). Doug's article showed the ap- 
propriate path. If you wish to find out more about IOBYTE, see the 
“System Specifications” portion of the Osborne Users Guide . To get 
hardcopy of the trace debugging listing, use the following state- 
ment after the last INPUT statement: 
50 POKE &H03,&H82 
for a parallel printer, or: 
50 POKE &H03,&H41 

for a serial printer. After reaching a program execution terminator 
(i.e. STOP, END, an error, or simply the end of the Program) the 
computer will be looking for input from the printer. If you don't 
have a printer with a keyboard (not many people do), you will have 
to RESET to continue with MBASIC. This may be avoided by 
POKEing the old value of IOBYTE into memory location 03 as 
follows: 

50 POKE &H03,&H80 :REM for paraltel printer 
or, 

50 POKE &H03,&H40 :REM for serial printer 


Thanks again to Doug Hurst, and | hope this idea will be of use to 
someone, 
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12 VOLTS (DC) = 120 VOLTS (AC) 


by Byron Davies 
Looking at the Osborne Power-Pac brochure gave me a bright idea 
and an excuse to buy a piece of gear | hadn't previously been able 
to justify. Heathkit offers for $70 a Power Inverter, Kit MP- 10, that 
will plug into the 12 VDC available in your car, boat, or golf cart 
and provide 120VAC output, at 175 Watts. 


After an 800 fonecall [ sic],a few days wait, and a couple of hours 
soldering and assembling, | can now run Ozzie without main pow- 
er. | can sit under a tree with the keyboard on my lap (but with an 
umbilical to the car), thinking and writing Great Thoughts. Or car- 
rying a smaller motorcycle battery, the inverter, and the Osborne 
(puff) | can be independent of the car. Or | can sit at home and work 
during one of our recently frequent storms without any concern 
about an outage and crash. Even without a storm | can be isolated 
from power line spikes and such. 


The inverter puts out square wave instead of sine wave, but Ozzie 
thrives on it. My Olive-80 and Praxis work fine too, but the Epson 
refuses to play, so the arrangement isn't totally effective as an 
uninterruptible power supply. It's close, though — and cheaper. 


The output floats (is ungrounded), so an adapter froma two-prong 
to three-prong plug is required. The input side can use a cigarette 
lighter plug, a pair of battery clips, ring terminals or spade lugs for 
a marine battery, or whatever suits your application. The inverter 
will also accept 6 VDC. With a disk drive running and including 
losses in the inverter, the whole system draws 5 or 6 amps, which 
governs operating time and recharging requirements when related 
to the ampere-hour capacity of your battery. An independent dedi- 
cated battery can be left ona trickle charger or simply put through 
discharge-charge cycles as needed. Note that automobile batter- 
ies are designed to work best near their fully-charged state where- 
as other “deep cycle” batteries can take longer periods of 
discharge before they need recharging. 


If you don’t like mail order, Heathkit also has a lot of retail outlets. 
eee e060 6 
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ORGANIZING WESTCHESTER OSBORNE GROUP 
There are probably hundreds of Osborne 1s in Westchester Coun- 
ty, NY, and the neighboring areas. There is no Westchester County 
group for them yet. 


| just moved from Buffalo, New York, where | was the founding 
president of the Niagara Frontier Osborne Group. | would like to 
help organize a group here. We will need several things to make 
this group viable. First and foremost is several committed and in- 
terested individuals. A group cannot be.carried on one person's 
shoulders! We will need a convenient centrally located meeting 
place with plenty of electrical outlets and tables for Osborne ts. 
Finally, a dealer who is willing to make available time and space so 
that a disk library can be set up at their store is also necessary. (In 
exchange for that the dealer receives more customers in the store 
and more referrals.) 


Howard |. Podell in New Rochelle, NY, (914) 235-0641 has many 
FOG disks and is willing to let us meet at his house for the first few 
meetings. He is in south Westchester County. 


Carl Hane at POB 153, in Amawalk, NY 10501-0153 (North West- 
chester County) at (914) 962-2933 is willing to help get the group 
started. 


| am Gene A. Nelson in Pleasantville, NY, and can be reached at 
(914) 747-2110. | have a modem and about 50 disks of public do- 
main Osborne 1 software. | have a limited amount of time since | 
work for another company. 


Please contact one of us in order to get the ball rolling here in 
Westchester County, NY, 
Gene A. Nelson 
Biophysics Company 
424 Manville Rd. #4 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 


eee ee ee 


FIRST FOG OF SILICON VALLEY 


Eina Tymes 
Greetings from First FOG of Silicon Valley! (That's the new/old lo- 
cal group which meets at Dysan's auditorium in Santa Clara [CA].) 
We are continuing the format of meeting twice a month: the first 
Thursday is a general user meeting; the third Thursday usually 
has a speaker, The FOG library is usually available for free copying 
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aay 


at both meetings, and the mic is open for questi 
help at the first meeting of the Month. estions or pleas for RREKKKEK RREKEKKKKE * 


The group has a Board anda set of bylaws, and is determi d 
provide real service to its members. To that end, we plan on le FOG LIB RAR Y NE WS 
ing reduced-price classes on y 


¢ sing the more popular software 
group buys of items like diskettes or Supplies and equipment, PRs teens 
working toward a voice-at-the-other-end hotline, a BBS’ ao on 


counts at various dealers. 


Anyone who wishes to affiliate with Fitst FOG of Silicon Valley FOG Disk Library News 
should know there is no charge. You simply notify Gale Rhoades by Jim Woolley 


(Executive Director), FOG, that you wish us to be your local group, We received a certified letter from Steven J. Rudek of TANSTAAFL 
and the local group treasury gets $6 of your [FOG] dues to spend Co., Fair Oaks, CA, regarding MAGE , previously found on 


on local efforts. FOG/APP.011. Steven, the author of MAGE , indicates that the pro- 


: ili : gram is not in the public domain and is being distributed against 
pines - sneer his wishes. Therefore, MAGE.COM and MAGE.DOC have been purged 
President: Elna Tymes from the FOG disk library. Anyone having copies of these files is 
Vice President: Mickey Fox requested to immediately eliminate them. We introduced MAGE into 
Membership Secy: Bernie Plescher the library in the belief that it was public domain. It is against our 
Treasurer: Mary Law policy to include proprietary software, and we sincerely regret this 
Librarian: Jim Woolley error. 

Trustees at large: Mike Mehr, Bob Briggs, Bill 
Anning, Tom McFadden, and Jim TANSTAAFL advertises IMAGE in Portable Companion (see April/May 
Mallery 1983, p. 83). IMAGE may be used to recover an unsaved WordStar 


text file, which is what MAGE did. Also, on pages 74 and 75 of the 
April/May Portable Companion , Dave Lopez and Brad Baldwin de- 
scribe how you may Manually recover a lost WordStar or MBASIC 
file. 
ADVERTISEMENT : 
RRR KKK RR IKK ERR KR EER EER ERE RE REE ES 


Larry Walker of the East Bay FOG (Berkeley/Oakland) identified 
NEW! FOR YOUR OSBORNE 1 two errors on FOG/APP.O0S. In the Program AMORT , he recom- 


WRI KR RRR IK ER RIKI KERRIER RR EERE mends the first comma appearing in the PRINT statement on line 
1330 be changed to a semicolon. In AMORTIZA , line 780 should be 
deleted to prevent Canceling all debt after the first calendar year. 
He suggests changing PRINT Statements to LPRINT for hard copy 
of the amortization schedule. Or one might use the method out- 
lined by Doug Hurst on p. 16 of the February 1983 FOGHORN: POKE 
3,N% to send each PRINT to the printer instead of the screen, 
where N%=&H82 for a parallel printer (IEEE-488 port) or 
N%=&H41 for a serial printer (RS232 port). To return to normal 
console (keyboard/screen) Operation, POKE 3,M%, where 
M% = &H80 for parallel or M% =&H40 for serial, 


* 3 famous arcade games 

* high score stored 

* a new car maze game 

* a useful titling program 

* all with excellent graphics 
* 

* 

* 


all in fast machine language 
all documentation on disk 
all for one Low price! 


GAME-PAK tets you blast SPACE INTRUDERS, 


hep to safety with the TOADS IN Coe sie? DISK.DOG file, This was inadvertent, since the DISK.DOC file was 
Peck your way through the POPULAR MA O-CAR prepared and a synopsis was even included in NEWS0283.L1B . The 
Clear of the MEANIES!), beat the clock in GO- situation has been corrected by adding DISK.DOC to FOG/MIS.013 
and put big, readable titles on any video recorder and redoing the CRCKLIST.CRC file. M13/DISK.OC , appearing on 
o*! this disk, is a copy of the subject DISK.poc file for those who do not 

ALL FOR JUST $20! wish to recopy the entire FOG/MIS.013 disk. 


Larry also noted that FOG/MIS.013 was installed without a 


order to Mike Perry of Atascadero, CA, points out that DUMP.COM on 

eee ease gel ls ONS FOG/UTL.006 does not appear to work Properly on the Osborne 1. 

DAYBREAK PRODUCTI eT Perhaps it should have been installed in the Hackers category of 
6666 ARLINGTON STRE the library. 


VANCOUVER BC - CANADA V5S 3N9 


me 
Undecided? Send just $1 for full ae of ga 
*cumentation, Watch for future offers 


There were no new disks introduced during the month of April. 
see en ee 


eeceavinleaiages 5/1983 
* us Price - $25 in Canada ------- 
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FOG MERCHANDISE 


RERKKEKREEKEKEEKEKKEKEEEE 


Our newest merchandise is the T-shirts with the FOG logo. These T-shirts 
are soft Osborne blue in color and are Hanes 100% cotton. They are cut 
large to allow for shrinkage. Sizes available are small (34-36), medium (38- 
40), large (42-44), and X-large (46-48). 


The price is $8.00 each (two for $15.00) for members and $10.00 each for 


Non-members so be sure to include your membership number. Add $1.00 
for shipping. 


FOG has several software Packages available for sale. SMARTKEY, 
SMARTPRINT, and the CP/M Extension Utilities were all reviewed in Vol. 1, 
Issue 10 (August, 1982), 


One additional item has been added to the FBN Software line. This is a pro- 
gram called UNPROTECT. We hope to run a review ina tater issue. 


UNPROTECT is an 8080/8085/Z80 machine language program which runs 
under CP/M. Its purpose is to decrypt Microsoft BASIC (Release 5) files 
which have been saved in a protected format. It is hoped that anyone 
buying and using this software will remember that this program should 
only be used to correct errors in PROTECTed files of which you have a legal 
copy. Please bear in mind that piracy is both illegal and a sure way to re- 
duce the software avail@able for your use. 


For those who have previously considered buying either SMARTKEY OR 
SMARTPRINT, there has been a price increase as shown below. This is due 
to a new marketing contract that FBN has with one of the major software 
distributors. 


Prices on the software are as follows: 


SMARTKEY only... 
SMARTPRINT only 
SMARTKEY/SMARTPRINT 
CP/M Ext. Utility Pkg 
UNPROTECT 


We have one last item in our inventory. This is the “green” screen for the 
Tan cased machines. Made from green or orange plexiglas, the screens 
come with necessary mounting. The price Is $5.50. Supply of these screens 
is limited to the stock on hand. 


To order any of these items, please send your payment In an envelope 
marked “ MERCHANDISE ” to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. 
Please include your membership-account number. If shipment cannot be 
made within a week, your check will be returned. We cannot sell the man- 
uals separately. 

peeve 
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SMARTKEY $60.00 


This is one of those programs that | really didn't know if it would be 
useful to me, at least not until | started to experiment with it. SMARTKEY 
lets you adapt your keyboard to any configuration you like. It's like having 
every key on the keyboard programmable just like the number keys are 
through the SETUP program - only the functions of the keys can be 
changed dynamically, from the keyboard, at any time you want! 

One of the OSBUG members has his keyboard laid out like a DEC 
typesetter. | use it to remember filenames and key words for recall at the 
touch of a button! SMARTKEY takes up 2k at the top of memory below 
CP/M, and once in place is “transparent” to the user. You won't even know 
it's there unless you call it. It can also load the key values from a file in 
memory, letting you keep an ‘automatic’ key definition file on each 
different disc that loads when you boot the program. For those of you 
who wanted to try the Dvorak keyboard layout, this program makes it 
< eeneeane 


SMARTPRINT $35.00 


This program is similar to SMARTKEY, but works at the other end of 
the chain, the printer. It allows you to redefine the codes sent to the 
printer by your computer. You could us this utility to set up two different 
Printers so they respond the same way to the same keys, or to adapt 
timing sequences on for some printers easily (once again, a software 
solution!). You must have SMARTKEY to make this package work! 

eee eee @& 
CP/M Extension utility package —$ 39.00 


There are seven programs on this disk! SPOOL lets you assign output 
that would normally go to your printer or screen to a disc file instead, All 
Output is then successively added to that disc file. Now this doesn’t sound 
like much of an advantage, does it? Except that now you can print that 
disc file using UNSPOOL, and it can be printing while you do something 
else on your console. It takes a lot less time to write to a disk file than it 
does to a printer (especially if it is an Epson like mine). You also have all 
your documents printed at one time while you go about housekeeping in 
CPM. 


Iknow you could just get an 8k buffer card for your printer, but this 
way it's much less expensive, Besides, it's Cheating to do it with 
hardwarel! 

If you assign the console (screen) output to the disc file, you can get 
a complete master disc file catalogue by using successive XDIR 
commands, or even a dissassembly of COM files on disc. There’s even a 
disassembly editor utility, DDTTOMAC, that edits a disassembly listing 
produced by DDT so it is compatible with a normal assembler. (If you're 
a beginner, don’t worry about this, It will only be of use to assembly 
language programmers, Don't laugh - when I started I was as much of a 
klutz at that as you think you are!), 

RESTORE will bring back that file YOu just erased by mistake, You 
know, when you forgot to start the ERA Command with “B:” and you just 
erased the new edited version of Your file on the logged disc. Just go to 
CPIM and say RESTORE <filename> and there it is — back again! Just like 
magic! What's that? You have a file that was erased but you can't 
remember it’s exact name? Never fear - FDIR is for you! This directory 
utility will give you the name of all files on the dise, their user number 


ie Gee i. they have been erased), the attributes of the file, and it's size 
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The final utility is called QSUB. It is ano 
command. The primary advantage Of QSUB is the abili 


; 5 ty to specify a To order any of these items, please send your payment In an envelope marked 
string of Rona on the Command line of CP/M without hive use MERCHANDISE "to 
2 oes hae Lone atte ise. (once again, Fm saving all the space on =  Bisttieborne Group (FOG) 
my disc that I can) This . great sg YOU Want to load two oe ie BO. Boxe 
programs in succession, for example, SPOOL then WORDSTAR, rae 
advantage is that QSUB doesn’t write a transient $8 $sub file i i ae Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
meaning QSUB will work in the direct command line mode even ona Please include your membership-account number, 


Seeecen 
Pe eane 


“I Can Use 
Page 2 of every FOGHORN is reserved for membership informa- 
” tion and the answers to frequently asked questions. Please takea 
puter: 


few minutes to read this information. 


for the ne 
'w Osborne 1 or Mail processing is greatly speeded if you take a few minutes to 
other CP/ M computer owner indicate on the lower left Corner the purpose of your letter. 


from turning on the power, make the CP/M operating sys- Remember to indicate your local group membership when send- 
ing in your renewals so that the group can receivea Portion of your 


described while the Operation is explained. Those crucial dues. 


Two C-90 cassettes in Dolby stereo 
*@eevene 


The address label on this (and all future issues) has your membership-account number and ex- 
Piration date on it. Please include this number in any correspondence. 


Renewal notices have gone out for everyone who has or will expire by 7/31/83. Please give this 
notice Scant attention so that you don’t miss any of the issues of the FOGHORN. Unless we re- 
Ceive your renewal payment shortly, this could be your last issue. If there is any doubt, check the 


label on this issue. 


PLEASE NOTE: We now have a new (and much larger) post office box. Please use this new address for 


ALL mail from now on. 


The new address is: First Osborne Group (FOG) 


P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


WE ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO PRINT THE “FOGHORN” 
YES! 

THE DEADLINES WERE TIGHT. 
BUT THAT'S THE BUSINESS WE'RE IN. 


213 EAST GRAND AVENUE 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94080 


IF YOU NEED: Manuals - Reports 
Brochures 


Newsletters - Booklets 
Business cards « Letterheads 


We care for 
your success. 


YOU'LL LIKE 
OUR 
ATTITUDE 


AND OUR 
QUALITY. 
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CONTACTS 
HRAEKEKEEKRKEEKREREKRKEEER 


Please send any information you have about any user group with 
portable computer members to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474. Mark the envelope “ CONTACTS ”. 


Below are the latest additions to this list. See January thru March, 
1982 for previous listings. 


NY, Buffalo 

Niagara Frontier Osborne Group — NIAFROG 

Steve Castelli, c/o Personal Computers, Inc. 

3251 Bailey Ave., Buffalo, NY 14215 (7 16) 832-8800 


GA Tech Microcomputer Users Group 
Nark Christensen 
School of Math 
BA Instit. of Tech. 
Atlanta, GA 383352 


Touche Ross 
Kevin Naloney 
4633 Broadway 9th Ficor 
New York, NY 18619 


Hae Radio 
"Skip" yous 


AUSTRALIA 
Adelaide Oshorne Users Group 
Sie Tucker 
42 Turners Ave. 
Coromandel Valley 
So. Aust. S65! 


CANADA 
Alberta 
Calgary Osborne Group 
Rob Keller 
164 - $135 - 7th Ave. SE 
Calgary, Alba, T27 $Bé 


vebec 
Michel Charlebois 
B99 ‘Ave Royale St-Jean 
isle d’Qrieans, Que. GBA JH 


Quebec 

Chaus Fengler 

898 Rue Marseille 

Mont St-Hilaire, Que. J3H 4N3 


ENGLAND 
Birainghas 
Birsinghaa Osborne Group 
a. 0. aes 
Flat 19 Rowan House 
Mitton Rd., Handsworth 
Birminghae B29 2JR 


& 


May, 1983 


Hudder filed 
Alistair Richardson 
297 Moorcroft Park Drive 
New Mit] Hudderfiled HD? 78H 


GUATEMALA 
Antigua 


Grupo Osborne Guateaala 
Stephen Ray Elliott 
c/o CIRMA 

da Calle Griente Ho. 5 
Ap Postal 336 

Antigua 


GERMANY 
Frankfurt-Mainz 
Jaaes Tower 
Weisenauer Weg4 
63 Mainz 42 


Ni esbaden 
American German Osborne Group 
c/o Robert NcDowell 
PSC Box 539i 
APD New York, 29633 


JAPAN 
Tokyo 


Japan Microcomputer Chub 
Ra 313 3-5-8 Shibakoen 
Hinato-Ku, Tokyo 185 


LUXEMBOURG & BELGIUM 
Luxeabourg 
&. Bevillers 


BP 34 
LA#8! Strassen 
Gd Luxesbourg 


MALAYSIA 
Kuala Cuapar 
C. Ae Bade 
P. 0. Box 2198 
Kuala Luapar 


NETHERLANDS 
Rotterdas 


Dutch Osborne Users Group 
H. d. Lehman 

Ave Concordia $81B/3862 
Le Rotterdas 


SAUDT ARABIA 
Dhahran 
George Spith 
P.O. Box 383 
Dhahran Airport 


Dhahran-Jubail 
Burt Parker 
HBH - SSSRC 
Box R 
APO New York, NY #9514 


UNITED STATES 
Durham, NH 
John Byrne 
Dept of Soc. & Anthro 
Horton SSC - Univ of NH 
Durhar, NH 83824 


Bangor, ME 
Karl Beiser 
$8 Elizabeth Avenue 
Bangor, NE 64481 


Hasden, CT 
Susan Sauer 
{38 Davis Street 
Haeden, CT 86517 


Wayne, Nd 
Fred Keen 
655 State Huy 23 
Wayne, NJ 87478 


Mew York, NY 
Paul Wiske 
46 West 37th St. §3FW 
New York, NY 10818 


Long Island, NY 
Long Island Osborne Network 
Bob Lindhole 
P. G. Box 198 
Oceanside, NY 11572 


Brooktondale, NY 
Finger Lakes Osborne Group 
Wi Nias Roberts 
$433 Coddington Road 
Brooktondale, NY $4817 


Aabler, PA 
Gerhard Barth 
748 Johns Lane 
Aabler, PA 19882 


Exton, PA 
Ray Tackett 

Sto Brookview Road 

Exton, PA $9343 


Bowie, HD 
John Keenan 
6789 HcDonough Terrace 
Bowie, MD 28715 


Charlotte, NC 
Barbara #ebster 
1841 Kenwood Ave. > 
Charlotte, NC 28285 


The FIRST OSBORNE GROUP has been formed as a Users’ Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or the CP/M Disk 


Operating System with related software. Membership is available to any interested party whether or not they currently own a computer. F O G, the 
FOGHORN and the diskette library are all supported by volunteer contributions of time, money, and software from all active F O G members. Guests are 
welcome at any local meeting (as long as they do not participate in Piracy or copying of Proprietary software), but dues of $24.00 per year (plus 
$6.00 to cover postage costs from non-US addresses) are required in order to receive the FOGHORN, have access to the diskette library, or derive other 
available benefits. 


CUT HERE ———__ 


The FIRST OSBORNE GROUP (F O G) Membership Application Form 


Renewal Membership NUMDET»..........sssssssessssseeeessees Yes No Soon 
NAME isviccszivsscsccesccasincinsencoss Own modem?:... 

COMPANY: . Computer typ 

ADDRESS decscscsssedsessetiatccpnsasenszencrecszctccscucessaceos apemtaencl vance esata evaya dinaraaala eta celal seatte cache i hoes eva ra cael INTERESTS: .. 


ZIP/MAIL CODE... 


Send this completed application AND your payment to: 


FIRST OSBORNE GROUP 
P, O. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
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Fayetteville, NC 


Laurence Yarnall Jr. 
$436 Carnsaocre Drive 
Fayetteville, NC 28384 


Jacksonvi dle 
Jeroae br citils 


325 Arkington Road 
lie, FL 3221 


dacksonvi 


Venice, FL 
Howard Hilton 


x 
Venice, FL 33143 
Miasi 
Ron NcQuaide 
$3372 SW 43 Lane 
Miaai, Fk 33875 


Nashville 


Dr. bert Hutcheson 


P. 0. Box $29 
Lewisburg Pike 


Franklin, TN 37867 


Coluabus 


rere Cosp Soc of Central OH 


P. 0. Box 28355 


Cnughee, OH 43228 
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FOGHORN 


P.O. Box 11683-A 


Palo Alto, CA 94306 


TIME VALUE MATERIAL 
Return Postage Guaranteed 


Kendal) Osborne Group 


Cleveland, OH 
Bernie Kirchner 
1558 Hanna Blvd 
Cleveland, OH 44115 


Dayton, SH 
Joe Aiello 
213 Eynnpark By Avenue 
Bayton, 45439 


Ft. Wayne, IN 
ee Wilson 
314 Blue Jacket Run 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 


Evansville, IN 
Cynthia D. Leo 
723 S. Green River Rd. 
Evansville, IN 47735 


W. Lafayette, IN 
Hoosier Osborne Group 
Leonard Nalczynski 
439 GS. unger 
W. Lafayette, IN 47986 


finn Arbor, MI 
FOG-Ann Arbor 
Tia Clancy 
149! Maywood 
Ann Arbor, Ni 48183 


Page 24 


Lansing, MI 
dia Pease 
5135 Jo-Don Drive 
E. Lansing, KI 48823 


Hadison, WI 
Hadison Osborne Group 
dia Schultz 
2553 Kensington 
Madison, Wi 53717 


Great Falls 
Scott ae 
RR 2 Box 2455 
Great Falls, HT. 59481! 


Chicago 
Pits Cohen 


P. 0. Box $474 
Chicago, IL 68598 


Kansas City, M6 
Steve Lents 
P. 0. Box 28898 
Kansas City, KS 64118 


Coluabia, HO 
Allan Levin 
585 Maplewood rive 
Coluabia, NO 65281 
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